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Jopees ii. 7 


And—The People ſerved the Lo RD all the 
Days of Jos nA, and all the Days of the 
Elders that gut ; lived Jos u UA, who had 


ſeen all the great Works of the Lo R D, that 
be did for 1 LT. E L, ; 
TH hu is. well: God had been 
extremely gracious and merciful to Iſrael, 
and thoſe who ha ſeen his wonders, and had 
felt the miſeries from which he had delivered 
them, retained a grateful remembrance of his 
goodneſs. But the caſe quickly altered: No 
ſooner were the men, who had ſeen the works 
of the Lord, gathered unto their fathers, But 
there aroſe another Generation after them, which 
knew not the Lord, nor yet the works which he 
had done for Traet : and the children of Iſrael 
did evil in the fight of the Lord. The effects 
of their departing from G OD their deliverer, 


are deſcribed at the 14th Verſe. And the anger 


of” the Lord was hot againſt Iſrael, and be deti- 
vered them into the bands of the ſpoilers that 


ſpoiled them, and he ſold them into the hands of 


their enemies round about, ſo that they could not 
any longer fand before their enemies. 


A 2 You 


[4] 


Fou have now the caſe of the — fully 

before you. I wiſh it was a fngular cafe, and 
that the reſt of the people of G O D ſtood clear 
from the like imputation. If they do, happy 
are they; if they do not, they have great rea- 
ſon to fear, that the ſame cauſe will produce 
the ſame effect; and that they likewiſe ſhall 
be ſold into the hands of their enemies. 


It is but a melancholy reflection to think, 
that the miſbehaviour here charged upon the 
people of Hrael, is almoſt a natural effect of the 
preſent degenerate and corrupted ſtate of nature, 
we receive benefits with great warmth and zeal 
of gratitude, and we poſſeſs and enjoy them 
with great coldneſs and indifference ; and too 
often with a total forgetfulneſs of the hand that 
beſtowed them. This temper diſcovers itſelf 
in the common affairs of life, and the mutual 
intercourſe that men have with men. Thoſe, 
who are able to help us, are courted and ca- 
reſſed as long as we want their aſſiſtance ; are 
bonoured and reverenced whilſt they afford it 
and as ſoon as they have made us happy, we 
begin to think they did us but juſtice, they gave 
us only what we had a right to, and the ac- 
knowledgments due to the benefactor, are paid 
to our own merit and. deſert. By theſe ſteps 
our ſucceſs in the world, owing. perhaps en- 
tirely to the partiality our friends had for us, 
and which ought to make us humble and 
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thankful, leads us to two odious vices, very 
incident to human nature, tho? very unbecom- 
ing the condition of it, Pride and ingratitude. : 


Publick bleſſings make fill lefs impreſſion: 


on the minds of men, than private benefactions. 
Very few think of any obligation lying upon 
themſelves, for the good they enjoy in common 
with their neighbours. The peace and quiet 
and ſecurity procured by the care and protection 
of government, is rarely reflected on as creating 
any debt of gratitude to thoſe who watch for 
us, When tribute is demanded by thoſe to 
whom tribute is due, men are apt to conſider 
what they pay, as ſa much loſt out of their 
property: Whereas in truth no part of our for- 
tune makes a better return to us, than that 
which is beſtowed to ſecure the whole, and to 
maintain peace and tranquility in our days. 


What wicchlef this temper of ingratitude pro- 


duces in private and in publick life is but too 
manifeſt. Every man almoſt has his complaint 
againſt ſomebody, who has repaid his good offi- 
ces with neglect and contempt, perhaps too 
with injuries; and in publick life one would 
itdagine that liberty was miſtaken for a right to 
abuſe the government; and that the dignity oF 
a free ſtate conſiſted in acting without regard or 
reverence to thoſe who are at the head of it. 

Butthe effects of this perverſe diſpoſition acting 
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in the affairs of this life, and among ourſelves, 
are matters of light complaint, compared with 
its influence in matters of religion, We have 
all one great Friend, if we would acknowledge 
him, one great Governour, if we would regard 
him. But we are too apt. to deal with GOD, 
as we do with the reſt of our friends; we in- 
treat, we beg for his affiſtance, when we are 


_ in diſtreſs, and when we are relieved, we think 
but little of him. | | 


The common bleſſings of providence are re- 
ceived and enjoyed by multitudes, who ſeldom 
or never think of the hand that ſupplies their 
wants. The former and the latter rain, and 
plentiful ſeaſons are aſcribed to I know not what 
courſe” of natural cauſes :' But ſuch cauſes are 
meant, to which no thanks are due; and this 
notion, contrary to reaſon and true philoſophy; 

is the more readily embraced, becauſe it fur- 
niſhes men with the good things of the world, 
and lays them under no obligations to the au- 
thor of them. St. Paul ſays, that GOD, at 
no time /eft himſelf without witneſs, that he did 
good, and gave us ram from Heaven and fruitful 
ſeaſons, filling our hearts with food and gladneſs. 
But how has this evidence been attended to! 
The conſtant and regular ſupply of our neceſſi- 
ties makes us imagine that we have a right to 
them by preſcription, and that we have a'pro+- 
perty in them as children of the earth: Or, 
that if any thing is owing to wiſdom, it is to 
ous 


[7] 
our on wiſdom, in managing the ground and 
the ſeaſons to the beſt advantage, and thus for- 
getting the author of every good gift, and tranſ- 
fering the honour due to him, to ourſelves, we 
do in the language of the prophet, ſacrifice unto 
our net, and burn incenſe to our drag, becauſe by 


them our portion is fat, and our meat plenteous, 
Hab. 1. 16. 


But however theſe common bleſſings, which 
come to all without d iſtinction, are neglected 
and over- looked, one would imagine that ſig- 
nal deliverances wrought in favour of any peo- 
ple, and in which the arm of the LORD is 
made bare, and viſible to every eye, ſhould be 
had in perpetual remembrance, and be tranſ- 
mitted with ſentiments of gratitude, bonour and 
religion, to lateſt poſterity. 


But the caſe is far otherwiſe! 


The hiſtory of the Jes, a people under the 
peculiar and viſible government of providence, 
is a ſeries of rebellions and revolts againſt GOD, 
who had frequently and miraculouſly deliver'd 
them from the hands of their enemies. In 
their ſtory the counſels of GOD with reſpect 
to them, and their neighbours are laid open; 
and we fee plainly the reſentment of God's 
juſtice againſt a rebellious people, and in what 
manner he raiſed the nations round about them 
to puniſh and diſtreſs them. From their ex- 
0 ample 
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a we may learn to reckon with ourſelves 
and by conſidering our own caſe, ' know what 
to fear, and what to hope, from the juſtice and 
mercy of GOD: for the ways of providence 
are unalterable, and the ſame wiſdom and 
juſtice which governed the Jews, governs all 
the people of the world. The purpoſes of 
GOD are the ſame towards all nations, tho 
not ſo diſcernable and manifeſt as in the hiſtory 
of the people of Jae. Prophane hiftory pre- 
ſents us many inſtances of nations ſabdu'd un- 
der the hand of their enemies, and fallen from 
a ſtate of pride and ſovereignty to the miſerable 
condition of favery and captivity. There the 


that have been in the nations. Some diſcern 
great wiſdom and conduct on the fide ot the 
conquerors, and great miſtakes and ill manage- 
ment on the fide of the unfortunate ; and all 
agree to aſcribe in moſt caſes, the events and 
ſucceſſes of war to the number and bravery of 
.the troops. But look into the ſacred hiftory 
where the counſels of GOD are diſplayed by 
his holy prophets, there will you ſee a plain 
reaſon, why the favourite nation, deliver'd 
moſt wonderfully and miraculouſly from the 
flavery of Egypt, was fold again into ſlavery to 
the Philiſtines, and other heathen nations around 
them. Had this ſtory been told in the com- 
mon way of hiſtory, we ſhould have _ 
- » ag T 
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this people extremely weak or unfortunate, in 


that they had no ſooner eſcaped out of the 


hands of the great and powerful ings of Egypt, 
but they became wvaſſals and Bhondſmen to the 
little princes bordering upon Canan. But ſee 
the truth of the caſe : They became extremely 
unfortunate, becauſe they were extremely 
wicked; their proſperity was tHeir ruin, as it 
made them forget the LORD that bought 
them. Arid the ſtrehgth, which they telied 
on as their ſecurity, betrayed them to their 
deſtruction; for t &y had to deal with him, 
who ſaveth not kings by the multitude of an boſt 
nor grveth the battle always to the ſtrong. 


Let no inan be ſo weak as to imagine; that this 
method of providence was peculiar and cons 
fined to the Fews, and that other nations were 
left to follow their wn imagitiations, arid that 
GOD regarded them not; for the contrary ap- 
pears in the ſame ſacred hiſtory, in which we 
have the accoufit of the Fewiſhß nation, The 
counſels of GOD were not itideed ſo manifeſtly 
declared to other nations by prophets and meſ* 
ſengers from GOD ; but the methods of juſtice 
were the ſame to all, and the Nations were left 
to reaſon and con ſciehce, thoſe great lights given 
to all alike, to Interpret the conduct of provi- 
dence with reſpect to themſelves. Were Sodont 
and Gomorah deſtroyed by chance? No: it was 
by a fire from Heaven, commiſſioned to ex- 
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tirpate a wicked and profane people. Were 
the Canaanites over- powered by the arms of 7/- 
rael? Certainly not: but God, who had waited 
in patience and forbearneſs till the meaſure of 
their iniquity was full, delivered them up to 
deſtruction. Enquire what became of the great 
monarchies of Aria, Babylon, and Egypt: 
You may ſee their doom foretold by the pro- 
phets, X were to be deſtroyed for their great 
idolatry and corruption: and the prophecies 
have been fo remarkably Yulfiled, that they 
are a ſtanding leſſon of inſtruction to all nations, 
who have eyes to ſee, and hearts to underſtand, 
Thus too it fared at laſt with the favourite 
people of the Jeu; they were often puniſhed 
in mercy, and ſuffered to be miſerable that 
they might become better. They were from 
time to time admoniſhed by the prophets ; and 
at laſt GOD ſent his Son to them; him they 
flew and hanged on a tree; and having filled 
up 'the meafure of their iniquity, vengeance 
purſued them; and ſuch vengeance as aſtoniſh- 
ed the world, and does yet aſtoniſh it; for 
there is no miſery, like their miſery, 


Final puniſhments, whereby nations are en- 
tirely rooted out, are of uſe to us as examples 
and warnings to flee from the wrath to come; 
otherwiſe they can do us no ſervice : for ſhould 
we ever fall into ſo wretched a condition as ta 

call down ſuch judgments on our head, who 
| can 
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ean deliver us from the hand of the living 
GOD? But other judgments, how ſharp and 
ſevere ſoever they may be, are the effects of 
mercy, and intended for our correction, When 
ancient and late deliverances are forgotten, and 
have no effect upon the mind; when the voice 
of GOD ſpeaking in his law, by his prophets, 
and by the miniſters of his word, is no longer 
attended to; nothing remains but to apply 
ſharper remedies, or to permit the people to 
fill up the full meaſure of their iniquities, and 
to periſh in their ſins.—*tis mercy to prevent 
this fatal evil, how corroding foever the means, 
made uſe of by mercy, may prove, The per- 
verſeneſs and corruption of mens hearts juſtify 
the goodneſs and equity of God in inflicting 
fuch puniſhments, and they muſt blame them- 
felves for not attending to the gentler and the 
kinder calls of providence, 


Perhaps there may be no great occaſion to 
juſtify before you the ways of God towards 
the children of Hrael; we are all of one opi- 
nion to condemn their perverſeneſs and ingra- 
titude: So much eaſier is it, to detect the 
faults of others, than to ſee and acknowledge 
our own! 


But are we innocent from this great offence ? 


Let us conſider our own caſe ; and ſurely 
n ö "Wwe 


| [ 12 ] 
we have great reaſon to conſider it, now the 
enemies of our religion and liberty appear *. 
triumph in our land, and are in poſſeſſion © 


pne ancient and powerful kingdom united to 
the crown of England. 


Our unhappy diviſions in civil matters I 
chuſe tp paſs over in filence at this time and 
place; for I mean no reproach to any man, 
and without doubt our conduct towards 
GOD, and our regard to his Holy Religion, is 
the firſt and moſt intereſting conſideration now 


before us. 


It is well known that the people of Iſrael 
were the choſen, the peculiar people of GOD; 
and diſtinguiſhed from the reſt of the Nations, 
by a ſpecial providence directing them and their 
affairs. If you conſider this as the effect of 
partiality, and a weak fondneſs for one ſet of 
men more than another, you injure the Attri- 
Lutes of GOD, who acts by wiſdom and {uftice 
in all his dealings, and is no reſpector of 
ſons. The houſe of Abrabam was called for the 
fake of true Religion; to preſerve the know- 
ledge of the one GOD among themſelves, to 


propagate it among the Nations, and to prepare 


the way for introducing into the world, under 
proper circumſtances, that "Seed, in Which all 
the nations of the earth were to. be bleſſed. As 
they * were choſen for theſe great purpoſes, ſo 
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whenever they acted contrary to them, they 


ceaſed'to be the choſen people, and were treat- 
ed as enemies and rebels. 


We are apt enough to boaſt of the purity of 
our religion, and our reformation from the errors 
and corruptions of the Church of Rome; and to 
flatter ourſelves that we alſo are a peculiar peo- 
ple of GOD, and fet up by providence to be 
the Buluarb of the Proteſtant Religion. And 
indeed, if we judge from the many deliveran- 
ces we have had, when our religion and our li- 
berties were in the utmoſt danger, we have great 
reaſon to acknowledge the care and protection 
of heaven over us. But remember ſtill that 
we too are choſen to profeſs and maintain the 
truth of GOD's holy goſpel, and to bear our 
teſtimony againſt the corruptions, which have 
prevailed over a great part of the chriſtian 
world. If, inſtead of acting up to this part aſ- 
ſigned us by providence, we grow careleſs and 
indifferent to our holy profeſſion, and ſuffer a 
tpirit of irreligion to prevail over the nation, We 
forfeit our title to GOD's protection, we are no 


longer the choſen people, and muſt expect to be 
treated as enemies and deſerters. 


Our preſent ſituation is attended with fears 
and uneaſy apprehenſions; and if we look back 
and conſider from whence we are fallen, we 


may ſee but too much reaſon to ſuſpect that our 
fears 
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fears are well grounded. How has this nation 
been bleſſed with the light of the goſpel? how 
wonderfully and how often has it been reſcued 

from danger, when to human appearance there 
was no help at hand? Scarcely had the refor- 
mation taken root among us, but a popr/h gueen, 
made cruel by bigotry and ſuperſtition, aſcended 
the throne ; and applied the only trong argument 
of popery, fire and faggat, to extinguiſh the 
light that was breaking in upon us. Not only 
the civil powers of this country were in the 
hands that meant to deſtroy the reformatzon, but 
they were ſupported and united to the powers 
of Spain, whoſe prince was become a partner of 
the throne of England; who lived to deſtroy 
(not in this country, bleſſed be GOD) but in 
his own dominions thouſands and tens of thou- 
ſands on the account of religion, Such were 
the powers under which the reformation here, 
{till in its infancy, was to ſtruggle. It is painful 
to think of the miſeries of that time ; but think 
of them we ought, and bleſs GOD for the no- 
ble examples of conſtancy and chriſtian courage, 
left by thoſe whom he raiſed up to bear teſti- 
mony, at the expence of their lives, to the truth 
of his religion. Had this reign been long and 
_ proſperous, it is highly probable that Philip of 
Spain had left this country in the ſame condition 
he left his own; where the Inquiſition rules 
with lordly and ugcontraulable power, over the 
conſciences and over the fortunes of the people. 


But 
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But GOD, in whoſe hands are the iſſues of life 
and death, made way for a proteſtant princeſs 
to aſcend the throne; in whoſe long and glo- 
rious reign, the reformation took deep root, and 
the eſtabliſhment of this national church was per- 
fected. A work of great i/dom and pzety, and 
ſo eſteemed by the proteſtant churches abroad, 
however unhappily ſome among ourſelves have 


forſaken her communion, | | 


The reign of this glorious princeſs was al- 
moſt a continual ſcene of deliverances from 
foreign invaſions, and diſturbances at home. 
And notwithſtanding ſhe was diſtreſſed on 
every ſide ; by bulls and curſes from Rome, by 
armados from Spain, by rebellions in England 
and Ireland, ſhe left this church and nation in 
peace and ſecurity : So wonderfully did the 
hand of God appear in bur preſervation. 


Peace and ſecurity, under a weak government 
which ſucceeded, produced by degrees a cor- 
ruption in principles and manners; which ended 
at laſt in the ruin of this church and nation, 
and the deſtruction of a virtuous prince, worthy 
of a far better fate, With him fell all our 
hopes of order and government in church and 
tate; anarchy and confuſion uſurped the throne; 
and religion was ſo divided into an almoſt infi- 
nite number of diſagreeing SECTS, that the 
true one could hardly be found in the crowd. 

Bat 
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But whilſt we were under this thick cd, 
HE, who can bring light out of darkneſs, did, 
againſt all the hopes of human probability, re- 
ſtore to us our happy conſtitution in church and 
fate; not by force of arms, or the power of 
princes, but by over-ruling the paſſions of men : 
ſo that even they became inſtruments in reſtore- 
ing theſe bleſſmgs, who had been greatly con- 
cerned in deſtroying them. | 


It will be wronging the nation to ſay that this 
deliverance at the refloration was not received 
with great joy and pleaſure. ' The joy indeed 
was exceſſive; and, as the caſe too fe hap- 
pens, left little room for ſober and ſerious re- 
flexions. The hearts of men, being ſet open to 
the impreſſions and tranſports of joy, ſoon grew 
ſenſual ; and the proſperity of the nation broke 
out into /uxury, arid into all the vices which na- 
turally attend it. The ſenſe of religion decay- 
ed; and the very appearances of it were ſuſ- 
pected, as a remnant of the hypocriſy with 
which the late times had been charged. And 
if we may judge by the performances of the 
ſtage, which are formed to the taſte of the peo⸗ 
ple, there never was a time when lewdneſs, ir- 
religion, and profaneſs were heard with more 
patience. 


But let us conſider, what fruit the nation had 
| 118 * 
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of theſe things. I ſhall paſs over all the cala- 
mities of that time, which were many, and 
mention only that, which is the cauſe and foun- 
dation of all we fear at preſent. In the next 


reign then, ſee. popery once more exalted to the. 


throne of England, and working to deſtroy the 
religion and liberties of the people; not by art 
and cunning and leiſurely ſteps, but by open 
and avowed attempts upon our conſtitution. 
The laws for defence of our religion were filen- 
ced by a diſpenſing power; Papiſts were placed 
en the bench, on the ſeat of judgment, and at 
the head of colleges in our univerſities. Mens 
hearts ſunk for fear, and the torrent ſeemed to 
carry all before it. One happy effect indeed it 
had; it awakened men to a ſober ſenſe of 
themſelves and their condition, when they were 
put in fear, they ſoon found themſelves to be but 
men ; and they did the only reaſonable thing 
they could do, apply to GOD for protection, 
The zeal of the nation at that time for the pure 
encorrupted doctrines of the goſpel, in oppoſi- 
tion to the errors of popery, was perhaps great- 
er than ever it had been from the days of the, 
reformation, The paſtors and their fHocks were 
equally animated with a conſtancy and a cou- 
rage above temptation, And the clergy of the 
eſtabliſhed church, under all the fears and ap- 
prehenſions that daily threatned them, main- 
tained the doctrines of the reformation, with ſuch 
learning, ability, and integrity, as did them ho- 
nour both at home and abroad. = 
8 Thus 
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Thus were the hearts of the people turned 


as the heart of one man: Nor was it in vain 
they ſought the Lord; for by a wonderful ſe- 
ries of providence, he delivered them from 
their diſtreſs, and we have ſeen. for man 

years the crown upon the head of proteſtant 
princes, the natural guardians of the religion 
and liberties of this country, 


- If we have made a right uſe even of this 
laſt deliverance, let us fear no change; for 
GOD will not forſake us, till we forſake 
him. But the proſpect before us, the danger 
that draws near to us, call upon us to act 
uprightly with ourſelves; and not to deceive 
our hearts with hopes that GOD will re- 
member us, if we have forgotten him, and 
the great things he has done for us. 


- Our hiſtories will always remind us of the 
great deliverances this nation has had, and we 
cannot forget them; nor did the Jews forget 
the wonders wrought in the land. of Egypt, 
and the redemption of their anceſtors from cap- 
tivity. The hiſtorical remembrance of the 
facts they had; and we have.it, The charge 
_ againſt the Fews expreſſed frequently by their 
forgetting God, is the ſame which St. Paul 
brings againſt the heathen world: When they 
knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither 


ere 
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were thankful, but became vain in their imagi- 
nations, and their fooliſh heart was darkned, 


Do we ſtand clear of this charge I wiſh 
to God we did. 


Let not me be the accuſer of my. nation, 
- but let every man recolle& what he has heard, 
and read, and ſeen, within the compaſs of a 
few years, Surely the goſpel of Chri/t Feſus 
was never treated with greater malice and con- 
tempt, by Fews or Heathens, than it has been 
in this Chriſtian country. Think not that. I 
am condemning a ſober enquiry into the truth 
of religion: God forbid, But what ſhall we 
ſay, for the undiſguiſed profaneneſs, and even 
blaſphemy that has ſwarmed from the preſs : 
Many inſtances might be given; but one can 
never be forgotten; where the nobleſt and 
molt exalted * hymn of chriſtian devotion known 
to this church, or any church in the world, in 
which angels and the bleſſed ſpirits above join 
with us, has been perverted to the higheſt 
impiety and blaſphemy, .that ever the wicked- 
neſs or malice of man's heart could conceive. 
This and other crimes of the ſame nature, 
are indeed chargeable on the authors: But how 
deplorable muſt the ſtate of a nation be, when 


men 


* The Te Deum. 
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eh 
men find encouragement to Won ſuch en- 
| en WII for the are ? 
1 into common life, ( not to pry) into 
the ſecret faults of man,) but to ſee what is 
become of that "ſenſe of religion, which once 
animated the people. When popery was break- 
ing in upon us, our churches were crowded ; 
and unhappy was the man, who by ſickneſs, 
or any real neceſſity was prevented i in his atten- 
dance in the houſe of the LORD. Is it ſo 
now ? Is not Sunday become a day of diverſion 
to the great ones, and a day of idleneſs and lazi- 
neſs to the little ones? and has not this been 
manifeſtly followed by a great increaſe of great 
wickedneſs and violence among the lower peo- 
ple; theft and robbery which uſed to be ſecret 
crimes, now appear armed in our ſtreets; and 
are ſupported by numbers ſtrong enough to de- 
fy the power of the magiſtrate. The unruly 
paſſions of men muſt be governed either by 
force, or by religion. Force cannot watch at 
all doors to prevent further miſchief ; but re{:- 
gion is a centinel placed in every heart, to guard 
it againſt wickedneſs, and it is but a natural 
conſequence for men to grow violent and inju- 
rious to others, in proportion as their ſenſe of 
| e decays. 


But amidſt this ruin of virtue and religion, 
one thing there is, that ſtill may be thought 
matter 


(ar) 


matter of comfort; that the nation is genetally 


averſe to popery: But it is ſome abatement 
even to this comfort, to conſider that the fear 


of popery is not always a concern for the pu- 


rity of the goſpel, but a fear merely of the 


powers of a popiſb church. Thoſe who have 


the leaſt religion, and are grown wild with 
notions of liberty, have reaſon to be apprehen- 
ſive of eccleſiaſtical courts and inquiſitions under 
the direction of popery. But in this there is na. 
virtue or merit; tho it may be perhaps an- 
happy circumſtance at _ that - there is 
ſomething in popery, tor thoſe to be afraid of, 
who have no regard for religion. 


But in the mean time, has not WE been 


daily getting ground on us, by the. artful and 


unregarded infinuations of the agverſary ; and 
by applications of another kind, which do in- 


deed but little honour to the converts, or the 
\ converters? The price at which a man may ſell 


the proteſtant reli gion, is become almoſt a ſtated 
and well known ſum; and there are known 


markets in which a man may ſell the faith in 
which he was born and bred. Such new pur- 


chaſed proſelytes make no great figure; for this 
method indeed has no effect, but upon the low- 
eſt people. And conſidering how improper an 

application this is to the conſcience, there is 
ground to ſuſpect, that it is made uſe of rather 
to raiſs recruits againſt a proper time, than in 


hopes 


[ 22. ] ; 
hopes to make real converts. I with we may 
not ſoon feel the effects of this management ſo 
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But to return to ourſelves: To prevent this, 
and whatever elſe we may apprehend from the 
danger and diſpleaſure of GOD, let us ſeek the 
LORD in our diſtreſs; and by acknowledging 
our own unworthineſs, and the abuſe of former 
mercies, render ourſelves objects of his goodneſs 
and * 4 we have but too exactly 
copied the behaviour of the Jews in their 
_ proſperity; let us learn of them likewiſe in 
their adverſity, and cry unto GOD for help 
| againſt our enemies. Let us ſet a due value 
upon the bleſſings beſtowed on us, and walk 
worthy of the light of the goſpel which has 
ſhone among us; that our conduct and þeha- 
viour may * teſtimony to the truth which 
we profeſs. | 


And as in all the diſpenſations of providence 
towards us, it is expected from us that we 
ſhould make uſe of the means which GOD 
hath put in our power, for our own defence 
and ſafety ; let us on this occaſion with chear- 
fulneſs, and the hearts of men who truſt in 
GOD, be ready to employ our perſons and our 
fortunes in the defence of our KING and 
COUNTRY, and the happy conſtitution in 
church and flate, under which we live, Let 


every 


1 
every man do his part: He who can do leaſt, 
can pray for the peace of Feruſalem, every man 
man may reform one, that is himſelf, and fill 
up perhaps that number of the righteous, for 
the ſake of which the city may be ſaved. 


In a word, the time calls upon us to be ſe- 
1 rious; to think of GOD, and of OUR. 
SELVES; and according to the advice of the 
pſalmift, with which I ſhall diſmiſs you, 70 
ſtand in awe and fin not, to commune with our 
own heart, and in our chamber and be ſtill. To 
offer the ſacrifice of righteouſneſs, and to put our 
truſt in the LORD. | 
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